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Application form
NeuroSYNC Flexible Fund · Round 1 (2026/27) · Types A, B and C
	Before you start. Read the Guidance for applicants first. It explains who can apply, what we fund and how we assess applications. In this form, "Guidance" means that document.
Use this form for all three project types. Word limits differ by type (A / B / C) and are shown in each box; they include text in tables, except the milestone, risk and budget tables. Keep to Arial 11 (or similar) and do not change the headings.
Deadline: [Tuesday 1 December 2026, 16:00 UK time]. Email the completed form as one PDF (max 10 MB), with the attachments listed in Section 8, to neuromorphic@aston.ac.uk with the subject line "Flexible Fund R1 – [lead surname]". Electronic signatures are accepted.



1. Project summary
	Item
	Your answer

	Project title (max 20 words)
	

	Project type (tick one)
	☐ A. Interdisciplinary collaboration (up to £200k FEC, 24 months)
☐ B. Exploratory project (up to £100k FEC, 18–24 months)
☐ C. Feasibility study (up to £50k FEC, 12 months)

	Reserved strand, if applying to one (see Guidance, Section 7)
	☐ ECR-led feasibility study (Type C only)
☐ UK-Netherlands collaboration
☐ Not applicable

	Duration (months)
	

	Proposed start date (between 1 February and 1 March 2027)
	

	Total full economic cost (FEC), £ (from Section 4)
	

	Amount requested from NeuroSYNC (80%), £
	

	Roadmap challenge(s) addressed (tick up to two; see Guidance, Section 3)
	☐ 1. Energy efficiency at system level
☐ 2. Working with today's AI
☐ 3. Integration with digital infrastructure
☐ 4. Scale and manufacturability
☐ 5. Carbon savings
☐ 6. Routes to adoption
☐ Other (please say)

	Research areas (tick all that apply)
	☐ Concepts and co-design across the stack
☐ Neuroscience foundations
☐ Algorithms and architectures
☐ Materials, devices and integration
☐ Electronics (CMOS and beyond-CMOS)
☐ Photonics and optoelectronics
☐ Other (please say)

	Application area, if any (optional)
	☐ Edge AI and sensing
☐ Telecoms, optical networks and data centres
☐ Robotics and autonomy
☐ Optimisation (logistics, energy, finance)
☐ Healthcare and biosensing
☐ Manufacturing and inspection
☐ Other (please say)

	Keywords (up to five)
	



1.1 Public summary (max 200 words)
If the project is funded, we will publish this summary on the NeuroSYNC website. Write it for a non-specialist reader: what problem you address, what you will do, and why it matters. Do not include confidential information.
	Max 200 words









2. Applicants and partners
2.1 Lead applicant
	Item
	Your answer

	Name and title
	

	Position
	

	Organisation and department
	

	Email
	

	ORCID iD
	

	Contract type (permanent / fixed-term; end date if fixed-term)
	

	Is the lead an early-career researcher (ECR) as defined in Section 7.1 of the Guidance?
	☐ Yes ☐ No

	Is the lead's organisation eligible for UKRI funding?
	☐ Yes



2.2 NeuroSYNC collaborators (optional)
Collaboration with researchers at the NeuroSYNC universities is welcome but not required (see Guidance, Section 6.2). If the project involves NeuroSYNC researchers, list them here.
	Name and position
	University and group
	Role in the project
	Receives funding? (Y/N)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



2.3 Co-applicants and project partners
List everyone else named on the project, including industry, overseas and non-academic partners. Add rows as needed.
	Name
	Organisation
	Co-applicant or partner
	Role in the project
	Receives funding? (Y/N)
	Contribution (cash / in kind, £ value)
	Letter attached?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐

	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐

	
	
	
	
	
	
	☐



2.4 Research staff
NeuroSYNC funds one research associate (RA) per project. If an RA is part of the project, tell us who will host and supervise them and whether they are already in post. If two organisations share the RA, set out the host, the supervision arrangements and what each organisation contributes.
	Max 150 words









3. Case for support
Each box shows the assessment criterion it mainly informs (see Guidance, Section 10.3). Word limits are for Types A / B / C.
3.1 Vision, novelty and ambition (Innovation, 40%)
What is the idea? What is new about it, and how does it go beyond the current state of the art and the applicants' existing work? Why is it worth the risk?
	Max 800 / 600 / 300 words














3.2 Approach and work plan (Innovation, 40%)
How will you do the work? Describe the methods, the main tasks, who does what, how you will know if the idea works, and how you will share data and software. Add a short milestone table.
	Max 800 / 600 / 300 words














	Milestone or deliverable
	Month due
	Lead

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



3.3 Impact and fit with the NeuroSYNC roadmap (Impact, 30%)
Which roadmap challenge does the project address, and what difference could the results make to research, industry, end users or society? How will the project link to other NeuroSYNC work? What partner support or co-funding does it have, if any, and what will happen after it ends (for example, a larger bid, an industry partnership or a shared dataset)?
	Max 600 / 450 / 250 words












3.4 Team, collaboration and management (Team, 30%)
Why is this the right team? What does each organisation bring, and what does the collaboration make possible that no single group could do alone? How will you manage the project across organisations, and how will it develop early-career researchers?
	Max 500 / 400 / 200 words











3.5 Risks and how you will manage them (Innovation and Team)
List the main scientific, technical and practical risks, including recruitment and access to facilities. Add rows as needed (max 250 / 200 / 100 words in total).
	Risk
	Likelihood (low / medium / high)
	Impact (low / medium / high)
	What you will do

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



3.6 References (optional)
List references here (max one page). They do not count towards the word limits.
	Max one page








4. Budget (Team: justified resources)
4.1 Costs
Please fill out costs at the separate excel spreadsheet available at the Flexible Fund Call webpage. 
4.2 Justification of resources
Explain why each cost is needed for the work described in Section 3. Say if any costs are covered by partner contributions or other sources, and justify any subcontracted service.
	Max 500 / 400 / 200 words











5. Ethics, research integrity and trusted research
Answer each question and give brief details where the answer is yes. Approvals do not need to be in place at the deadline but must be in place before the relevant work starts.
	Question
	Yes / No
	Details (max 50 words each)

	Does the project involve human participants, human tissue or human cells (including stem-cell-derived neurons)?
	
	

	Does the project involve animals?
	
	

	Does the project use personal data?
	
	

	Could the work or results have defence, security, surveillance, autonomous-systems or other dual-use applications?
	
	

	Will the project transfer materials, data, software or technology outside the UK, or could export controls apply?
	
	

	Are any partners based outside the UK? If yes, has the lead organisation's trusted research process been followed?
	
	

	Will any partner's data, facilities or results be confidential or commercially sensitive?
	
	



6. Equality, diversity and inclusion context (optional)
You may use this box to tell us about circumstances that have affected your career or track record (for example, career breaks, part-time working, caring responsibilities, disability or ill health). Only the Flexible Funding Board's equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) member will see this section. It is removed before the application goes to reviewers and the rest of the Board. If relevant, the EDI member may ask the Board, without sharing details, to take the circumstances into account when it considers track record.
☐ I consent to NeuroSYNC using the information in this section, which may include health or disability information, for the purpose described above.
	Max 200 words · optional








7. Declarations
7.1 Lead applicant
☐ The information in this application is accurate and complete.
☐ I am eligible to lead this project under the rules in the Guidance, and my contract (or my organisation's guarantee) covers the whole project.
☐ All named co-applicants and partners have agreed to take part.
☐ This is new work that is not already funded by the NeuroSYNC grant or another award.
☐ I have read the draft award terms published with the call.
☐ I have declared below any personal, professional or financial relationship with members of the Flexible Funding Board or NeuroSYNC leadership that could be seen as a conflict of interest, including any discussion of this idea with a Board member.
☐ I agree that NeuroSYNC may share this application in confidence with independent reviewers and Board members, and that, if the project is funded, its title, public summary, team, organisations and award amount may be published.
Conflicts of interest to declare (or "none"):
	Max 100 words





	Lead applicant: name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	



7.2 Organisational approval
To be completed by the lead organisation's research office (or equivalent). Other organisations that receive funding confirm their costs through their costing reports.
☐ The organisation is eligible for UKRI funding and supports this application.
☐ The costs have been calculated under UKRI rules.
☐ If the project is funded, the organisation will accept the NeuroSYNC award terms, administer the award and cover 20% of its own costs.
☐ Where the lead applicant is on a fixed-term contract, the organisation will employ them for the whole project.
	Research office contact: name and role
	Email
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	



8. Attachments checklist
Put the attachments in the same PDF as the form, in this order.
	Attachment
	Type A
	Type B
	Type C

	CV of up to two pages (any format, including a narrative CV) for the lead and each co-applicant
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Costing report from the research office of each organisation that receives funding
	Required
	Required
	Required

	Letter from each partner contributing cash or in kind (staff time, facilities, data or materials), max one page each
	Required where such partners are named
	Required where such partners are named
	Required where such partners are named

	Letter of commitment from at least one Dutch partner (UK-Netherlands strand only)
	Required if applying to the strand
	Required if applying to the strand
	Required if applying to the strand

	Gantt chart (max one page)
	Optional
	Optional
	Optional

	Figures (max one page)
	Optional
	Optional
	Optional



We will not consider other attachments. If anything in the form or guidance is unclear, email neuromorphic@aston.ac.uk. We publish all questions and answers in the FAQ so that every applicant has the same information.
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