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	The rules are in the Guidance for applicants; if this FAQ and the guidance ever differ, the guidance applies. We add new questions and answers here during the call, without naming who asked, so that every applicant has the same information.



About the fund
What is the NeuroSYNC Flexible Fund?
It is £2 million within NeuroSYNC's award from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), set aside for competitive research projects that widen the Centre's work: new partnerships, interdisciplinary ideas and high-risk, high-reward research on the challenges in the NeuroSYNC roadmap.
How many rounds will there be?
Two. Round 1 (this call) funds Types A, B and C. Round 2 is expected to open in autumn 2027 and will fund Types B and C only. All Type A projects are funded in Round 1 so that they can run for 24 months within the life of the Centre. All projects, in both rounds, must finish by [30 April 2029], before the Centre's grant ends on 31 May 2029.
Are the amounts at full economic cost?
Yes. The amounts (£200k, £100k and £50k) are the maximum full economic cost (FEC) of a project. NeuroSYNC pays 80% of the FEC, so a Type A project costing £200k would receive £160k. Each organisation that receives funding covers 20% of its own costs.
Which costs count towards the project cost?
Directly incurred costs (such as staff, consumables, travel, facility access and small equipment) and directly allocated costs (such as investigators' time and estates), as set out in Section 8 of the guidance. NeuroSYNC does not fund indirect costs. 
Do I have to address one of the roadmap challenges?
We expect most projects to address at least one of the six challenges in Section 3 of the guidance, and you should say which. Strong ideas outside these challenges can still be funded if they clearly advance neuromorphic systems and computing. Fit with the roadmap is assessed under the Impact criterion.
Can my project be at a very early stage?
Yes. We welcome research at every stage, from fundamental science to proof of concept. The one limit is that, under the EPSRC call that funds the Centre, the fund cannot pay for commercialisation or product development.
Who can apply
Do I need to be a NeuroSYNC member to apply?
No. You do not need to be a member, and you do not need to join before the deadline. Membership gives no advantage in assessment.
Do I need to work with a NeuroSYNC researcher?
No. The fund is open to everyone who meets the eligibility rules. Collaboration with researchers at the seven NeuroSYNC universities is welcome but not required, and it gives no advantage in assessment on its own.
I'd like to find a NeuroSYNC collaborator. Can you help?
Yes. Email neuromorphic@aston.ac.uk with a short description of your idea (up to 200 words) by [Monday 16 November 2026]. We will put you in touch with the NeuroSYNC researchers working in that area. Annex A of the guidance lists the lead investigators. The route is open to everyone, and using it gives no advantage in assessment.
Can NeuroSYNC investigators and researchers apply?
Yes. They can lead or join applications, as long as the project is new work and not already paid for by the NeuroSYNC grant or another award. Any Board member named on an application, or working at an organisation named on it, takes no part in its assessment.
Can an early-career researcher lead an application?
Yes. The standard EPSRC rules on who can be an investigator do not apply to this fund, so researchers on fixed-term contracts, including postdoctoral researchers and fellows, can lead. Their organisation must confirm that it will employ them for the whole project. Reviewers assess track record relative to career stage.
Who counts as an early-career researcher?
For this fund, a researcher who does not yet hold a permanent (open-ended) institutional post. This is the definition in NeuroSYNC's EPSRC proposal.
Can a company lead or receive funding?
No. The lead must be at a UK research organisation eligible for UKRI funding. Companies are welcome as project partners and can contribute staff time, materials, facilities, data or cash. Where the lead organisation's procurement rules allow, a company may be paid as a subcontractor for a specific, justified service, at market rates. 
Do partners have to pay anything?
No. Partners that receive no funding pay nothing. Only organisations that receive funding cover 20% of their own costs.
Can researchers outside the UK take part?
Yes, as co-applicants or partners, but they cannot lead or receive EPSRC funds. 
How many applications can I submit?
You may lead one application in Round 1 and be a co-applicant on others.
Can I apply in both rounds?
Yes. If your Round 1 application is not funded, you may revise it and submit it to Round 2 as a Type B or C project. Tell us what you changed in response to the feedback. 
Budget and costs
Can I employ more than one research associate?
No. NeuroSYNC funds one research associate (RA) per project. You can also cost investigators' time, technician time and other staff where justified.
Can two organisations share the research associate?
Yes. The application must say who hosts and supervises the RA and what each organisation contributes.
Recruiting an RA takes months. Can the project start later than 1 March 2027?
No. All Round 1 projects start between 1 February and 1 March 2027, so that 24-month projects can run in full and finish well before the Centre's grant ends on 31 May 2029. Plan the first months around investigator-led tasks, or name an RA who is already in post.
What happens if the RA leaves or the lead moves organisation?
Tell us straight away. We will agree the next step with you, such as recruiting a replacement or transferring the award. An award cannot move to an organisation that is not eligible for UKRI funding.
Can I buy equipment?
Small items that are essential to the project and not already available can be included [up to £10k per item]. Routine equipment and facility upgrades are not funded.
Can I include a PhD studentship or student costs?
No. EPSRC's rules for the fund exclude studentships and the kind of student costs a training grant would fund. PhD students can take part in the work if they are funded from elsewhere.
Do I need match funding from partners?
No. Partner contributions, in cash or in kind, can strengthen an application, and reviewers judge them relative to the project type and stage. A project without partners is not marked down for that alone.
Can I include open-access publication charges?
No. UKRI open-access funds at your organisation cover these.
Applying
How do I apply?
Fill in the application form and email it, with the attachments, as one PDF (max 10 MB) to neuromorphic@aston.ac.uk by [16:00 UK time on Tuesday 1 December 2026]. Use the subject line "Flexible Fund R1 – [lead surname]". We confirm receipt with a reference number within two working days.
Do I need a costing from my research office?
Yes. Attach the costing report from the research office of every organisation that receives funding. The lead organisation's research office also completes the organisational approval in Section 7.2 of the application form. Allow at least a week for this.
What should a letter of support say?
There is no template. One page on headed paper, signed by someone who can commit the organisation, saying what the partner will do, the type and £ value of its contribution, why the project matters to it, what access it will give, and what it expects to do next. See Section 9 of the guidance.
How are words counted?
Word limits include text in tables, except the milestone, risk and budget tables. References may be listed in Section 3.6 of the form (max one page) and do not count.
Can I send extra documents, such as papers or a longer case?
No. We only consider the form and the attachments listed in Section 8 of the form, which include one optional page of figures and one optional Gantt chart.
Will you accept a late application?
No. Please leave time for your research office's approval.
Is there a briefing for applicants?
Yes, online on [Thursday 12 November 2026, 13:00–14:00]. We will post the recording and the questions and answers on the call page.
Will there be a sandpit to help form teams?
We plan to run a NeuroSYNC sandpit, ideally before the Round 2 call, to bring researchers and industry from inside and outside the network together around the roadmap challenges. Places will be open to all through a published call for participants. Taking part will not be required to apply to the fund and will give no advantage in assessment, and there will be no sandpit-only funding unless we publish it as a strand before Round 2 opens.
Assessment
Who assesses the applications?
At least two independent external reviewers assess each eligible application. The NeuroSYNC Flexible Funding Board then makes recommendations, which the NeuroSYNC Steering Committee approves. Its members are the Director, the Centre Manager, a representative of the Scientific Advisory Committee, a representative of the Industrial Advisory Board and an equality, diversity and inclusion expert.
How are conflicts of interest managed?
Every reviewer and Board member declares their interests before seeing any application. Anyone named on an application, employed at the same organisation as an applicant or partner, or otherwise conflicted takes no part in assessing it. The Director and the Centre Manager both work at Aston University, so neither takes part in decisions on applications involving Aston, or in ranking any project type that includes such applications. If the Director is conflicted, an unconflicted Scientific Advisory Committee representative chairs.
Does talking to the NeuroSYNC team before applying help my chances?
No. We are happy to answer questions and make introductions, but this does not mean we endorse an application, and it gives no advantage. Board members who discuss an idea with prospective applicants declare it. We share all answers in this FAQ.
How are applications scored?
Reviewers score Innovation (40%), Impact (30%) and Team (30%) on a six-point scale (Annex B of the guidance). The Board agrees a final score for each criterion, ranks applications within each project type by weighted score and agrees a reserve list.
Will I get feedback?
Yes. Every applicant whose proposal is reviewed receives written feedback, including the reviewers' comments and a short summary from the Board. If your application is ineligible or out of scope, we will tell you why.
When will I hear?
We aim to tell all applicants by [10 January 2027].
If you are funded
What reporting is required?
A short mid-term report, a final report within one month of the end of the project (and by 31 May 2029 at the latest), and a final statement of expenditure. We will also ask for outputs and outcomes, such as publications, patents, prototypes, collaborations, follow-on funding and the progress of early-career researchers and researchers from under-represented groups, so that NeuroSYNC can report to EPSRC, including through Researchfish.
Who owns the intellectual property?
NeuroSYNC does not take ownership of intellectual property from funded projects. Ownership and use are set by the sub-award agreement and by the collaboration agreement between the organisations in your project. 
What will you publish about my project?
Only the project title, public summary, team, organisations and award amount. Keep confidential details out of the public summary.
Will we need to take part in NeuroSYNC activities?
EPSRC expects funded projects to engage with the Centre's wider programme. We will ask funded teams to present their work at NeuroSYNC events, to contribute to the roadmap where relevant, and to help us write a short case study. You will also be invited to join the NeuroSYNC network.
How should we acknowledge the funding?
In all outputs, for example: "This work was supported by the NeuroSYNC Flexible Fund (EPSRC grant UKRI982)".
Questions received during the call
Is the UK–Netherlands strand only for feasibility studies? (added 4 November 2026)
Up to £50k in each round is reserved for projects with a Dutch university, institute or company, which is enough for one Type C project. Dutch organisations can also join Type A and Type B projects as co-applicants or partners. Those projects compete in the open competition and are assessed against the same criteria.
Can part of the budget go directly to a Dutch partner? (added 4 November 2026)
No. Flexible Fund awards follow UKRI's terms and conditions, so funding is paid only to UK organisations. This applies to every project type, including projects in the UK–Netherlands strand. Dutch partners cover their own costs, in kind or from Dutch funding. The UK budget can pay for the UK team's work with the Dutch partner, such as travel and secondments. A scientist or engineer of acknowledged standing from the Dutch partner can be costed as a visiting researcher at the UK organisation for up to 12 months. This does not normally apply to postdoctoral researchers. See Section 7.2 of the guidance.
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